Win a pack of swift prizes - see 
pages 10 and 11 
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Heritage grants for churches 
across the Diocese 




THE University Church of St Mary the Virgin in Oxford is just 
one of the churches to benefit from the latest round of Heritage 
Lottery Grants. 

The church has been awarded £3.4 million for a five-year 
refurbishment and conservation project. The work will help 
repair the church’s facade, including the stonework, spire and 
tower, as well as vital repairs to the interior. 

The history of the church will be displayed and learning and 
volunteering programmes will be created with up to 200 local 
people being offered the chance to train as guides. The Old 
Library will also be restored, enhancing its facilities as a space 
for educational activities, and access greatly improved around 
this fascinating 1320 building. Grade I listed and sitting within 
Oxford’s Conservation Area, St Mary’s attracts over 300,000 
visitors to the city every year. 

For a full list of churches given awards, see 
www. oxf ord. anglican. org. 



‘Go and make 
disciples...’ 



By Jo Duckies 

DIOCESAN Missioners have been 
commissioned by the Bishop of 
Oxford to empower churches to 
“go and make disciples...” 

The 18 missioners are from 
across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire and are a 
mixture of lay and ordained men 
and women with a variety of 
expertise and experience. 

The idea is part of the Making 
Disciples strand of the diocese’s 
Living Faith vision, which 
reflects Jesus Christ’s call in the 
Great Commission. 

They spent a day together, 
before the official 

commissioning when they 
focussed on the sending out of 
the 70 disciples in Luke Chapter 
10. Diocesan Director of Mission 
the Revd Michael Beasley, said: 
“It’s looking at things like 
working in pairs, travelling light, 
what it means to go to the right 
places and how to cope with 
rejection. 

“We then spent time thinking 
about where our shared 
experience of consultancy 
skills.” 

The missioners talked about 
training people in parishes to 
run evangelistic events. Michael 
said: “Then we spent time 



thinking together about our 
work practise and about our 
accountability to each other and 
to the diocese. 

“The key thing is talking to 
people about mission, offering 
consultancies for deaneries and 
parishes and enabling training 
to enable projects.” 

Missioners’ specialist 

experience and expertise can be 
matched to a parish or deanery’s 
needs, whether they are 
considering church planting, 
ministry to men, nurture 
courses, Street Pastoring etc. 

Debbie Orriss, a Church Army 
evangelist based in High 
Wycombe says: “I got involved 
because I’m part of the 
Wycombe deanery’s mission 
resource group, which is already 
offering this sort of consultancy 
work, and I see this scheme as 
an extension of that. In the past 
I’ve led the CPAS Lost for Words 
course, which helps Christians 
share their faith confidently in a 
way that’s natural for them. 

“I’ve acted as an informal 
consultant for a church looking 
at mission in a previous role and 
as an evangelist who has trained 
evangelists, I hope I’ve got lots of 
experience I can draw on to help 
other churches.” 

FOR MORE ON DIOCESAN MISSIONERS 
TURN TO PAGE THREE 
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Prayer (^reflection 

Hunger 




Amanda Bloor reflects on 
fasting as we enter the 
penitential season of Lent. 

W e have a strange 

relationship with food 
in the UK. 

International charities 
remind us that hunger 
and malnutrition form the greatest risk 
to health worldwide, with one in seven - 
that’s 925 million people - being 
undernourished as a result of factors 
such as poverty, natural disaster and 
conflict. 

When you’re hungry, you can’t work 
effectively, you’re vulnerable to illness 
and disease, you don’t think clearly, and 
you risk long-term damage to your 
health that can result in early death. Yet 
our greatest obsession seems to be with 
too much food; there’s constant 
reference in the media to obesity, to 
junk food, to celebrities who’ve put on 
weight, and to the distressing 
consequences of eating disorders. 

When did food stop being a pleasure 
and a gift, and become a battle-ground? 

As we enter the penitential season of 
Lent, the 40 days when we’re 
encouraged to prepare ourselves for 
Easter, many people will be considering 
fasting as a spiritual discipline. It can be 
good to remind ourselves that we don’t 
need to be driven by the desire for 
luxuries like chocolate; or to live a more 
simple life, focusing on the things that 
are really important; or to show 



solidarity with those who have much less 
than us. But if this isn’t put alongside 
prayer and reflection, it risks becoming 
no more than a spiritually-sanctioned 
diet, done to make us feel better about 
ourselves. Fasting should be an aid to 
turning our attention to God, not an 
end in itself. 

The picture I’ve chosen is Fisherwomen 
salting herrings by David Carr. Painted in 
1949, when Britain was still coping with 
the after-effects of six years of war, it 
shows two women preserving a catch of 
herring by cleaning and gutting them, 



and packing them in barrels of salt. It’s 
a job that was traditionally carried out by 
women, and although it was cold, 
repetitive work, it demanded a high 
level of skill and attention. 

Although it’s a secular subject, there’s 
something about the subject matter and 
the composition that echoes religious 
art. We can see, through the open shed 
door, a small boat out on the water, and 
remember how important fishing and 
feasting was in the life of Jesus and his 
disciples. There are four fish, not five, 
on the table, but they remind me of the 



miracle of the loaves and the fishes, and 
of Jesus cooking fish for his friends on 
the shores of Lake Galilee. The fish 
signify abundance too; fish stocks had 
recovered during the war years, and 
great shoals of herring were caught off 
the east coasts of England and Scotland. 
Generosity and plenty, gifts from God. 

The two women are dressed as simply 
as nuns, with aprons to protect their 
clothing, and their heads wrapped in 
scarves against the chill wind. One bows 
her head, as if in prayer, to focus on her 
task, whilst her companion is gazing out 
towards us with eyes that are looking 
beyond the confines of the packing 
shed. Her hands are busy, but her mind 
is elsewhere. It’s a timeless scene, with 
the cast iron bollard on the harbour wall 
the only modern intrusion, and yet it 
demands our attention. What is it that 
the women are thinking? What are their 
hopes, their fears? What is it that they 
are hungry for? 

Physical hunger is easy to recognise, 
but spiritual hunger can be just as real. 
Many people who do not acknowledge a 
religious faith will admit to still 
searching for meaning in life, hungry to 
find out if there is something more. For 
Christians, that meaning is found 
through the person of Jesus Christ, who 
leads us to God’s loving presence. The 
Lenten fast leads to the Easter feast; a 
feast to which we’re all invited. In God, 
all our hungers are satisfied. 

The Revd Amanda Bloor is Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Above is Fisherwomen Salting Herrings, David 
Carr, 1949. Bridgeman Art Library. 



March prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The Blowing is for guidance onlv, plerwe feel 1 fiee to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries,) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUE 1 Blackbird Leys: clergy David 
Parry, Roger Burne, Pamela Baker. 

WED 2 Cowley: clergy Howard Thornton, 
Susannah Reide, Richard Chand. Oxford 
St Christopher (VC), Oxford St Francis 
(VC), Oxford St James (VC) School 

THU 3 Cowley St John: clergy Adam 
Romanis, Matt Rees, Benjamin Williams; 
LLMs Jon Bowden, Janet Proudman, 
Philip Clayton. Oxford SS Mary & John 
(VA) School. 

FRI 4 Headington Quarry: clergy Tim 
Stead, Alastair Wood, Rachel Weir, Peter 
Boulton-Lea; lay pastor Deirdre Twycross. 

SAT 5 Headington St Andrew: Everyone 
from the parish. Oxford St Andrew’s (VC) 
School. 

MON 7 Headington St Mary: clergy 
Jonathan Sewell; LLM John Chesworth. 

TUES 8 Highfield: clergy James Cocke; 
LLMs James Larminie, Eve Vause. 

WED 9 Iffley: clergy Andrew McKearney, 
Gill Hancock; LLM Sarah McKearney. 

THU 10 Littlemore: clergy Margreet 
Armitstead, Teresa Morgan, Helen-Ann 
Hartley. The JH Newman (VA) School, 
The Oxford Academy. 

FRI 11 Marston & Elsfield: clergy Tony 



Price, Anne Holmes, Alison Price; LLMs 
David Cranston, Ben Knighton. 

SAT 12 New Marston: clergy Elaine 
Bardwell; LLM Alison Salvesen. Oxford St 
Michael’s (VA) School. 

MON 14 Oxford St Clement: clergy 
Bruce Gillingham; LLMs Toby Garfitt, 
Theresa Gray. 

TUE 15 Sandford on Thames: clergy 
Robert Morgan; LLMs Liz Shatford, Brian 
Andrews. 

WED 16 East Downland (Beedon, 
Boxford, Chieveley, Winterbourne, Oare, 
Farnborough, Peasmore, Stockcross, 
West llsley): clergy John Togood, Denise 
Brown, Kate Stacey, Graham Stacey. 
Beedon (VC) School. 

THU 17 West Downland: clergy John 
Townend, Mary Harwood. Brightwalton 
(VA), Chaddleworth (VC), Shefford (VC), 
Welford & Wickham (VC) Schools. 

FRI 18 Eastbury with East Garton: clergy 
Tony Cumberlidge. 

SAT 19 Greenham: clergy John 
Clarke, Brian Jones, John 
Bramhall. 

MON 21 Hermitage: clergy Rita Ball, Tony 
Lynn; Martin Cawte; LLMs Richard Betts, 
John Davies. Cold Ash (VC), Compton 
(VC), Yattendon (VA) Schools. 

TUE 22 Hungerford with Denford: 



clergy Andrew Sawyer. 

WED 23 Kintbury with Avington: clergy 
Julie Ramsbottom, James Cook, Cathy 
Pynn, Matthew Cookson, Caroline 
Robinson, Margaret Yates. Kintbury St 
Mary’s (VC) School. 

THU 24 Lambourn: clergy Tony 

Cumberlidge. Lambourn (VC) School. 

FRI 25 Newbury (including Speen): clergy 
Paul Cowan, Mohan Uddin, Sarah 
Alexander, Murray Woolnough; LLMs Jane 
Sutton, Elizabeth Pook, Terry Winrow; 
youth minister Paul Reisbach. Newbury St 
John Evangelist (VA), Newbury St Nicolas 
(VA) Schools. 

SAT 26 Shaw cum Donnington: clergy 
Marion Drobig. Shaw cum Donnington 
(VC) School. 

MON 28 Thatcham: clergy Pete Jarvis, 
Brenda Harland. 

TUE 29 West Woodhay with Enborne, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen & Combe: 

clergy Julie Ramsbottom, Charles 
Pakenham, James Cook, Cathy Pynn, 
Matthew Cookson, Caroline Robinson, 
Margaret Yates. Enborne (VA) School. 

WED 30 Ripon College Cuddesdon & 
The Oxford Ministry Course: principal 
Martyn Percy, the staff and students. 

THU 31 St Stephen’s House: principal 
Robin Ward, the staff and students. 



Sundays 

The angel said to her ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and wll be called the son of the Most High’ 

(Luke 1 :30-3 2 a, NRSV). 

SUNDAY 6 Cowley Deanery: Area Dean Bruce Gillingham, 
lay chair Andy Gosler, secretary Rachel Edwards, treasurer 
Trevor Jones; ecumenical representatives: Roger Burne, 
David Parry. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff 
of the deanery. The deanery mission ‘Living Faith’ in the 
spring; for all those planning and praying for the mission and 
for those who will be changed by it. The Anglican Church in 
Myanmar (Burma). 

SUNDAY 13 The MP and local government councillors 
serving the people of the deanery of Cowley. The diocese of 
Minna (Abuja, Nigeria). 

SUNDAY 20 Newbury Deanery: Area Dean Rita Ball, 
assistant Area Dean Denise Brown, lay chair John 
Hughesdon, secretary Susan Stevenson, treasurer Martin 
Cawte. Chaplain to the deaf Roger Williams. The people, 
PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. The 
diocese of Mombasa (Kenya). 

SUNDAY 27The Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility, 
chair Martin Conway and staff. The MP and local government 
councillors serving the people of the deanery of Newbury. 
The dioceses of Mount Kenya Central, Mount Kenya South, 
and Mount Kenya West. 
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‘Go and make disciples...’ 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

The Revd Richard Hancock, 
of St Andrew’s, Shrivenham, said 
“We have to have friendly and 
welcoming churches with open 
doors, but they are such an alien 
environment for so many people 
that we need to get alongside 
people where they are. 

That’s how Jesus interacted 
with people, getting alongside 
them. When Christianity spread 
through this country it was very 
much about engaging with 
communities.” 

“When I was training I spent a 
summer in Cornwall 
befriending new age groups. We 
have Avebury on our patch and I 
tend to go to the Summer 
Solistice with my dog collar. 

Some Christians are fearful of 
people who are into crystals and 
that sort of thing, but they are 
spiritually searching for 
meaning.” 

Richard began a men’s 
breakfast when he arrived in 
Shrivenham, in the local pub. 

He said: “I’m a big believer in 
pubs and they are closing faster 
than churches. It’s a natural 
place for people who might be 
on the fringes to meet. 

“We have recently started a 
Cafe Church with the Methodist 



church, Cafe Inspire. It’s early 
days but we are now just starting 
to see a real up take in 
numbers.” 

Richard has also started a new 
pub group, Grown Ups with 
Children, which has attracted 
more than 60 people to a family 
event in a local pub. This led to 
a Father’s Day barbecue which 
in turn led to a Celebration of 
Blokiness. 

“Jesus is our father. We can 
look to him as an inspiration as 
to how a bloke can be. I’ve got a 
gas barbecue and just told 
everyone to bring something 
along to throw on it and we paid 
for a bouncy castle. I preached a 
sermon on the joys and woes of 
being a bloke and we still had 
people with us on Sunday night. 

Richard is the Area Dean for 
the Vale of White Horse, which 
has 27 parishes and five 
benefices. The deanery had a 
£6,000 pot of money from a 
former youth project, that has 
been made available for grants 
of up to £250 for evangelism 
projects. So far six grants have 
been made for a variety of 
projects, including Cafe Style 
churches. 

“One thing we are hoping 
from all of it is that we are doing 




The missioners are pictured above. They are The Revds Michael Beasley, Janet 
Binns, Ian Biscoe, Paul Eddy, Damian Feeney, Alan Garratt, Richard Hancock, 
Beverley Hollins, David Picken, Janet Russell, David Tyler, Sally Welch and Toby 
Wright. Sister Debbie Orris and Mrs Wendy Bull are also pictured. Not in the 
photo are missioners Catherine Blundell, Chris Bull and Richard Zair. Below, 
coffee is served at Cafe Inspire in Shrivenham. Pic: Richard Hancock. 



the ground work and building 
relationships and that will reap a 
harvest. It may take more than 
five years before we see the 
results.” 

Requests for assistance from 
the missioners can be made 
to Michael by emailing 
michael.beaslev@oxford.anglican. 
org. 

For more on men’s ministry, 
see page 6. 



MAKING 

DISCIPLES 



Hopezone in Crowthorne 
wins award 



THE HOPEZONE youth drop- 
in centre in Crowthorne has 
been declared a runner-up in 
the South East Community 
Empowerment Awards. 

The centre, launched 14 
months ago by Churches 
Together in Crowthorne, 
provides a place for secondary 
school pupils to hang out after 
school on Wednesdays. The 
vision came from the Baptist 
Church, but it is a joint venture 
with St John’s Church and the 
Methodists. 

The vision was borne out of 
Hope 08 and a vision for 
Crowthorne, to give young 
people something to keep them 
off the street. It has scooped 
£250 in the Community Council 
for Berkshire Empowerment 
Awards scheme. 



Baptist minister, The Revd 
Martin Ceaser, said: “We have 
two X Boxes and a Wii and a 
table football game. 

“It’s part of the Sanctuary in 
our church. It’s interesting as 
they behave differently in the 
church and we’ve had requests 
for prayer from the youngsters, 
along with questions about ‘what 
is a Christian?’ and ‘who is 
Jesus?’. One lad came to faith 
and we’ve been able to offer 
pastoral support to families. 

“It’s about showing the love of 
Christ to children. We welcome 
anyone of secondary school age. 

“The majority are young 
teenagers and the idea is that by 
the time they get to 14 or 15 they 
will have had some positive 
influences in their lives.” 



Prayer Day in Gerrards Cross 



GRATITUDE, Wonder, Sorrow 
and Desire are the themes of a 
prayer day taking place at St 
James’ Church Centre, Gerrards 
Cross in April. 

Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, will be leading 
the day, and will be drawing 
from his forthcoming book, God, 
Lost and Found. 

Bishop John is the author of 
many books on prayer, including 
How to Pray. His latest book, Living 
Jesus was published in 2010. 



The day will be aimed at those 
who have ever ‘lost’ God, 
probably most of us, and will 
look at ways of ‘finding’ God. It 
should be of particular help to 
those who are accompanying 
others in their spiritual life as 
well as those being 
accompanied. 

The day costs £15 per person. 
To book your place contact Jeni 
Hobbs on jeni.hobbs@ 
oxford.anglican.org or 01865 
208288. 



Boxing Clever at annual 
Plough Day 




_ 1"V 



The annual Plough Wednesday training day on rural and 
agricultural issues took place this year in January. 35 delegates 
from across the diocese visited the dairy unit at Field farm near 
Didcot in the morning. 

In the afternoon the group visited South Moreton and toured the 
Hall Farm craft units including the South Moreton White Collar 
Boxing Gym. Simon Hill the Churchwarden gave a demonstration of 
a boxing workout with the gym owner. 

Simon says: “Doing the “squad” circuit training with others means 
we all encourage one another to keep going, Many of the members 
come from the village and the surrounding area and several 
friendships have been made or deepened in this way. 

“There is also a huge cross section of people who come along from 
all sorts of backgrounds and ways of life. With better “abs” my back 
problem seems to have vanished, my singing (mostly with the 
Cathedral Singers at Christ Church) has improved through better 
breath control and I can stretch just a bit further for that high 
pheasant when out shooting.” 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Women's World Day 
of Prayer 

CHURCHES across the Diocese 
are being encouraged to celebrate 
the Women’s World Day of 
Prayer. The service has been 
written by the women of Chile. 

Jean Hackett, president of the 
National Committee of the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Movement, said: ‘This is always 
an exciting day as a great wave 
of prayer sweeps the world, 
beginning when the first service 
is held in Tonga and continuing 
around the world until the final 
service takes place, some 35 
hours later, in neighbouring 
Western Samoa. 

“By then the day will have been 
celebrated in over 1 70 countries 
and over 5,000 services will have 
been held in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.’ Further 
information and resources, 
together with details of services 
in your area, can be found on the 
WWDP website at 
www.wwdp-natcomm.org. 



Creation latest 

Creation Theatre Company has 
released details of its 
forthcoming Tales from the King 
James production to take place 
at New Road Baptist Church, 
Bonn Square, Oxford, from May 
1 3 to June 1 1 . 

In true Creation style this 
colourful and quirky condensed 
version of the famous book will 
provide a theatrical race through 
the ‘best bits of the Bible’ that is 
accessible for both a 
sophisticated Bible-literate 
audience and for children and 
those who know little of the Bible 
and its timeless stories. Tales 
from King James will be highly 
visual and energetic, thought 
provoking and often very funny - 
it will tell these well known 
stories in a completely new way 
using both modern and Jacobean 
language. 

Helen Tennison will direct a 
company of two actors - Tom 
Peters and Raewynn Lippert. 
Public booking for the show 
opens next month. For tickets 
contact the box office on 01 865 
766266. 



Big Society Fund 

COMMUNITY groups in 
Oxfordshire are being invited to 
bid for grants from a pot of 
£600,000 for community 
projects. 

The one-off funding is to help 
communities get their ideas off 
the ground. Projects that will help 
groups take responsibility for 
providing services in their 
communities are eligible to apply. 
The overall vision for the fund is 
to create an environment where it 
is easier for communities to do 
things for themselves about 
issues that matter to them. 
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Tim Hughes 

Love Shine Through 



‘Love Shine Through’ is the fourth studio album 
from Tim Hughes, who has now been Director of 
Worship at Holy Trinity Brampton for six years. 
Released in late March, this album has eleven 
tracks filled with revelation, devotion and emotion. 

Produced by Martin Smith - fresh from his 
near-two-decade run with Delirious? - ‘Love 
Shine Through’ features collaborations with 
writers like Ben Cantelon, Nick Herbert, Nikki 
Fletcher, Keys Kraayenoord, Stu G and Martin 
Smith. Musicians included members of Rend 
Collective Experiment, Kim Walker-Smith (Je- 
sus Culture), Marc James (Vineyard, Verra 
Cruz), Michael Guy Chislet (Hillsong Unit- 
ed). Jerry Brown (Girls Aloud), David Grant 
and Fay Simpson on backing vocals, the Je- 
sus House Gospel Choir and the keyboard 
genius of Josiah Sherman (The Listening). 

‘It’s full of songs about belief, faith, rising up, 



taking a stand,’ explains Tim. The sense of 
purpose comes out of Tim’s conviction that 
things are changing these days. Having spent 
his recent years helping lead Worship Cen- 
tral, traveling the world to resource and equip 
churches and their worship leaders, Tim has 
a great view on the current state and coming 
waves within the modern worship movement. 

‘I feel like we’re on the cusp of a fresh move with 
worship,’ he explains. ‘In some ways it feels like 
we’ve got a bit stale, maybe we’re in danger of 
settling on a formula in congregational worship. 
There’s been a great challenge of late for pursu- 
ing excellence in production, visuals, lights and a 
bigger use of creativity, which I love. My only fear 
is that we miss the raw, messy, spirit-led type of 
worship that leads people to engage with God.’ 

All that distills into an album that is both rele- 
vant to the wider church and truly personal. It 



deals in emotions as well as it deals in foun- 
dational truths like salvation, the goodness 
of God and the potential of the local church. 

Love Shine 
Through 
RRP £12.99 

Our Price 
£10.99! 

7 feel like we’re on 
the cusp of a fresh 
move with worship’ 





St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives./T... 



Mail Order 01494 567250 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 706429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
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Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
25% off any book or CD. 
Sale items not included. 

*Terms & conditions apply. Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 
30/04/2011 
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VeggieTales back in stock! 



Delirious My 
Journey 
Martin Smith 
£9.99 



Why God Won’t Go 
Away 

Alister McGrath 
£7.99 



Dangerously Alive 
Simon Guillebaud 



£8.99 



Buying in bulk? Call us... we won’t be beaten on price! 
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News 



IN BRIEF 



Join in Songs of Praise 

CHURCHES are being encouraged to be 
part of Songs of Praise from Oxford to be 
broadcast on Easter Day. 

Members of church choirs can join a 
special combined choir, which will lead the 
singing, while there will also be seats for 
members of congregations who are not 
singers but would enjoy taking part in the 
recording. 

The rehearsal will take place on Thursday, 
March 24 and the recording on Friday, April 
1 . Admission is by free ticket. To apply for 
tickets call 01 61 244 3473 or email 

songsofpraise@bbc.co.uk . 

New base for Bibleands 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, visited Amersham on 26 January 
to dedicate the new offices of Bibl eLands, 
the inter-denominational development 
charity which supports Christian social 
ministry in the Middle East. 

The service of blessing and dedication 
was attended by local dignitaries, trustees, 
staff, volunteers and supporters. 

Jeremy Moodey, Chief Executive, said: 
“Our old site near High Wycombe, which 
was really a glorified warehouse, was no 
longer suitable. We had the opportunity to 
sell it for residential development and buy 
something much cheaper and more 
appropriate, allowing us to make a 
significant surplus which we can use to 
support even more projects in the Middle 
East." 



* 

* 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01934618111 
Email: info@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



Children learn about religious icons above and 
right, Paul Haynes with his book. Pics: REinspired. 



To advertise in The Door 
call Roy on 
01 752 225623 



The story of REinspired 
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Salt Insurance 



David Winter publishes 40th book 



CANON David Winter has published his 
40th book F acing the Darkness and 
Finding the Light. 

The book was launched at St Mary’s 
Church, Thatcham on Thursday, 
February 17. It is a contemporary take on 



the book of Revelation and explores the 
themes of suffering, and healing, of 
judgement, and justice, of power and love 
as they relate to issues facing us in the 
modern world. 

It is available from BRF, ISBN 978 
184101 835 5 and costs £6.99 . 



SALT Insurance team have over 1 0 years experience in providing 
medfcal and travel insurance far missionaries, church groups and 
individuals. 

We have; 

* policies to suit your needs 

* competitive prices 

* special group rates and discounts 

* no automatic pre-existing medical condition exclusion 

* high risk areas cover availabfe 

So if you are going on mission. Short or Long Term, or just taking a 
relaxing holiday* contact SALT for a quote. 

telephone: 01342 843560 

email: jnfo@saltinsurance.tDnn 
visit our website: www.saltinsurance.com 



THE story of how a group of churches in 
Reading got together to develop a way of 
supporting RE in schools has been turned 
into a book. 

The Story of REinspired, (BRF) launched 
last month, covers how the project 
developed and explores the principles 
REinspired has worked to - including 
stories of how students have engaged with 
the materials, and how churches from a 
wide ecumenical base have been 
involved. It then provides a practical 
guide to enable others to use the model 
to develop links between their own 
church and local schools. 

The book aims to inspire and enable 
churches to become fully engaged in 
resourcing RE in schools. REinspired 
project director, and co-author, Paul 
Haynes said “This is a major milestone for 
the project. All of our volunteers should 
be encouraged that their hard work is 
now widely recognised as an example of 
excellence by church leaders and 
educationalists.” 

He added: “We have been working in 
local schools since 1997. Last year 80 
volunteers drawn from 20 churches 
helped deliver 100 RE lessons to over 
4000 pupils in 11 primary schools and 
one secondary school in Earley and East 
Reading.” 

Fellow author and chair of trustees Jane 
Earl added “It’s our hope that churches 
across the country will be inspired by our 
story and want to get more involved with 
their local schools. Thanks to the 
generous support of Jerusalem Trust and 
Baptist Union we are now be able to 
provide training, materials and 
mentoring to get them off to a flying 
start.” 

Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, joined Canon Brian Shenton, 
at St Nicolas Church, Earley on Thurdsay, 



Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 



HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 
Contact Sally Gray at 



67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 
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17 February, to meet the book’s authors 
and children from a local primary shcool 
who were taking part in a typical 
REinspired activity. Authors David 
Skinner and Paul Haynes later signed 
copies and spoke about the book at 
Waterstones in Reading. 

“REinspired does exactly what it says 
on the tin. In our schools it has given 
encouragement to our teachers to 
explore issues of faith and culture by 
giving living examples of faith. The work 
is always scrupulously researched and 
inclusive. They have made a tremendous 
contribution to RE in Reading,” said 
Alfie Hay, former education adviser to 
Reading Borough Council. 

REinspired is a charity set up by 
Churches in Earley and East Reading with 
the aim of developing creative 
partnerships between churches and 
schools to support religious education 
and the spiritual development of pupils 
through positive encounters with people 
of faith in an educational framework. 
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Spotlight on... 



MEL ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmelrosebooks.co.uk 
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J E W E I L li R Y 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 

vvww.na k sc li ri sli a n j ewe 1 1 c it-co. u k 



FOR ALL YOUR ENVELOPE NEEDS 

Boxed Sets of tnvetopes 
Rook let F nveiopes 
Gift Aid Envelopes 
Stock Designs & Bespoke 

trhlm I Wlhhmi I V I IpImiic WJil I 'JUIJ 



Tel: 01942 402510 
Fax: 01 942 402519 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0311 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 



Organist Required 

Holy Trinity Church, Penn 

Holy Trinity Church, Penn, is seeking the 
services of a Church Organist. The chief 
commitment will be the main 11am Sunday 
Service and choir practice during the 
week. We have a robed choir of 8 - 10 
members and we employ a range of 
traditional and modern hymns in our 
worship. Remuneration will be agreed on 
the basis of experience and qualifications. 
Occasional services such as weddings and 
funerals will be by arrangement and fees 
for these will be retained by the organist. 

If you feel you may be interested please 
contact Gail in the Office on 

01494 813254 

Wed, Thurs or Fri mornings 
email: holytrinitypenn@talktalk.net 



Men and the church 



With women in the pews 
outnumbering men by 2.5 to 
one more needs to make 
church bloke friendly. Jo 
Duckies reports on a 
conference held in Grove. 



C OMUNICATING the Gospel to 
men is an issue close to the heart 
of the Revd Paul Eddy. Which is 
why he organised the one-day conference 
at St John the Baptist Church, in Grove, 
where he is a curate. 

The room was packed with mainly 
men from across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 

Men and the Church (MATCH) is a 
new network, set up by Paul, which aims 
to provide resources for churches to 
help reach men with the gospel. He says: 
“It’s not a call for men to be in a church 
just for men. It’s not about putting 
gender at the centre of any church. It’s 
not undermining to or a challenge to 
women’s ministry or women’s priestly 
ministry in the church. 

“The aim is not to get men to come to 
church, it’s to share Jesus with men 
outside the church, to see them become 
disciples of Jesus Christ and when that 
happens they may well join the church.” 
MATCH aims to identify churches and 
individuals who are interested in 
reaching men who may have never been 
to church or heard the Gospel. The 
event highlighted how 95 per cent of 
Fresh Expressions projects are aimed at 
women, or women and children, and 
Paul called for the balance to be 




Above The Ven Rodham from Coventry chats to 
delegates. Right, Paul Eddy. Pics: Charlie Styles. 



England to think about its mission 
strategy which he revolves around 
belonging and then believing. 

He said: “The current Mission strategy 
of the CofE revolves around belonging, 
then believing. This is great for women 
who like small talk but for most men to 
make the decision to follow Christ 
requires an intellectual/ masculine 
hurdle to jump before they feel 
prepared to reach a new community.” 

“I suggest that because they commit 
their lives to Jesus Christ, men’s 
behaviour will change as a result of what 
they believe, and then they will belong 
to a faith community, as long as it equips 
them to become a disciple of Jesus.” 
MATCH will be launched nationally at 
General Synod in July. It aims to provide 
various resources for different church 
contexts, recognising that different ideas 
work for different communities. 

Ideas listed on the website include 



men from churches mentoring boys in 
local schools, prayer triplets, where men 
pray for other men and survey to work 
out how ‘man friendly’ your church is. 



LIVING 



MAKING 

DISCIPLES 



For more on MATCH see www.men 
and the church.info/ 



One man ’s story 




I T was an emotional moment when the 
Revd Jenny Lingard baptised her husband 
Nsy, just months after he became a 
Christian. 

Naj, who has run his own business 
training people in the Telecoms and IT 
world for 27 years, had spent his life 
believing in the existence of God but not 
making him part of his life. Then on 28^ 
March 2010 he had a revelation. He 
suddenly realised that he wanted to follow 
Jesus. 

Naj grew up in Tanzania until he was 10, 
in a Muslim family, although his mother 
insisted he go to a convent school. Jenny 
who has been a Christian most of her life 
was a Curate in North Oxfordshire and is 
now Assistant Chaplain at Bullingdon 
Prison. 

“The next morning I got up 
and everything was 
different . 5 



Naj says: “I work a lot in the global arena 
and do a lot of travelling, and meet many 
interesting people, especially in America. I 
work with a lot of Christians and that’s 
where many seeds were sown.” 

“I had recently read a fascinating book 90 



Minutes to Heaven and on a recent 
trip to the US, I needed some light 
reading. I was on Amazon and my 
cursor was pointing at The Shack.” 
knew Jenny had read it and liked it 
and she would say buy it’ but I 
didn’t know what I was buying until I 
got on the plane!” 

He says: “The next morning I got 
up and everything was different. I was 
rather excited about the whole thing. 

I knew that Jesus was alive and real‘ 
and thought to myself it can’t be this 
simple.’” 

Jenny, who she felt she was a 
Christian from being a young child 
but committed when she was 
pregnant with their first child, was 
thrilled when Naj told her he believed in 
Christ and wanted to be baptised a 
Christian. 

And when he told his mother, a couple of 
months before she died, she told him he 
had her complete blessing, stating “If you 
have found God I’m delighted for you.” He 
later discovered, from his mother she had 
been baptised a Roman Catholic when she 
was nine. “I was astonished and had tried to 
understand why she hadn’t told me. The 
only person that didn’t know about it was 
me. It seems that my daughter and Jenny 
already knew about this. 

“I was really keen for Jenny to do the 
baptism and it was overwhelming. 



“We had a packed church full of family, 
friends, work colleagues, all sorts of people. 

Naj has now attended churches in places 
as far afield as Atlanta and Singapore? as 
well as his local churches. 

Jenny and the family are delighted that 
Naj has become a Christian and that their 
prayers over the years have been answered 
so wonderfully 

Jenny has noticed a definite change in 
Naj. He has become more aware of what is 
going on in the world particularly the plight 
of others and wants to help. He is more 
open to ideas and best of all they now pray 
together and talk about God. 
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Join in National Family Week 



NATIONAL Family Week aims to celebrate family life in the UK and connect 
millions of families with the organisations, charities, good causes and services 
that support them. 

Parishes and schools in the Diocese can use the week to show how they 
support familes, offer activities and services for families, or engage in other 
ways in the promotion of family life. 

Your Family Week activities can double up as a fundraising exercise for a 
school or parish project, be used to publicise your work, or to simply have fun. 
For the last two years, families have enjoyed thousands of events, competitions, 
special offers and much more as part of the UK’s biggest celebration of family 
life. 

This year the event takes place from Monday 30 May - Sunday 5 June and 
aims to be bigger and better, engaging with thousands of families nationwide. 

For display packs and voucher books for schools please send an email to 
frankie@nationalfamilyweek.co.uk . In the email, please provide the following 
details: contact names, school names, delivery addresses and contact 
telephone numbers 

.For more information or information on how to register please call 020 7871 
01 89 or see www. n at i o n a If am i ly wee k. co . u k . 



Yvonne Morris reflects on 
the Nurturing Children’s 
Spirituality Day she recently 
led. 

O n a Tuesday morning at 
the end of January, 30 
people from a variety of 
children, youth, schools 
and church settings 
gathered at Diocesan Church House to 
spend the day thinking about play, 
children and spirituality on a course 
entitled ‘Nurturing Children’s 
Spirituality’ . 

It was a very full day yet with rich 
content, discussion and sharing 
experiences that left many participants 
provoked to reflect further on their 

‘...a child's spirituality is 
outside of the control of any 
adult...' 



work and relationships with children. 

The work of Dr Rebecca Nye on 
children’s spirituality offers much food 
for thought when we take the time to 
reflect on what it means in practice. 



Family 



of imagination they enable courage and 
empathy and offer alternative or 
subversive endings. 

Feed in rituals which mark important 
occasions and can nurture through 
times of transition, the importance of 
relationships that offer safety, guidance 
and fun. Not forgetting enabling the 
silence and space to process it all, 
wonder about the world, God and life 
and discover a place in it. Just having a 
space to be where the ‘beyond words’ 
stuff is. 

Just having a space to be 
where the ‘ beyond words' 
stuff is. ' 

But if our Sunday Schools and church 
groups are always about ‘teaching’ and 
‘doing’, are the children getting a 
balanced diet of spiritual nurture? 

To find out more Yvonne recommends 
Children ’s Spirituality: What it is and Why it 
Matters by Rebbeca Nye and Formational 
Children’s Spirituality by Ivy Beckwith. 

A limited number of copies of both 
books are available at a discount price 
from 

yvonne.morris@oxford.anglican.org. 



School joins in 

T he Bishop of Oxford and pupils 
from All Saints CofE Primary 
School in Didcot, recorded the first 
all-age Bible reading for a worldwide 
project aimed at capturing the whole of 
the King James Bible on YouTube. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard who 
started as chair of the Church of 
England’s Board of Education and 
National Society Council joined pupils 
from All Saints to read alternate verses 
of Psalm 67. 

The reading marked a double 
celebration as the National Society was 
founded 200 years ago to provide 
education for all through Church 
schools and the King James Bible was 
first published 400 years ago. 

Bishop John was visiting the school to 
officially open and bless the £370,000 
remodelled and refurbished part of the 
school for three to five year olds. 

“The King James Bible was published 
400 years ago and our Church schools 
were started by the National Society 200 
years ago. Both are examples of this 
country's Christian heritage, and it's 
very important in the 21st century to 
maintain that link with our cultural 
roots. The Bible has inspired some of 
the world's greatest drama, literature 
and music, and to Christians it's also the 
inspired word of God. As a Church 
school, All Saints Didcot is both 
inclusive and distinctive, and the 
opening of its remodelled building 
demonstrates its important role in the 
community. It was a pleasure and 
privilege to read this passage together 
with children from the school, and 
posting it on YouTube is a great way of 
marking these celebrations.” 



record, attempt 



The power of play 



She emphasizes the erratic, fragile, 
playful nature of child and that a child’s 
spirituality is outside of the control of 
any adult, frequently beyond words and 
more about process than product. The 
underlying nature of ‘play’ demonstrates 
similar qualities. 

Play absorbs the creative and is often 
more about process than product. Play 
always has purpose for the child and can 



enable them to explore existential 
issues. Asking questions can serve the 
same purpose, leading a person to 
contemplate the meaning of life and 
help them understand themselves and 
world around them. 

Stories have a similar spiritual 
importance - the search for identity, 
understanding your own history and 
continuity and through the engagement 



ONLINE 



The recording can be viewed at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=btH PR 
m4znwA 
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Testimonies... 



“I have been checking xrhythms whilst driving around Stoke. Now 
don’t get all enthusiastic here, but I think the quality of the 
shows/tunes is pretty good - as for the message I have to say I’m 
a floating voter - however I am also the owner of a local live 
music venue and would be willing to put together a show to help 
raise funds for the station. You must be doing something cool as it’s 
the first time I’ve taken any notice - good luck with the station.” 

Buff, 2002 



“I am neither a Christian nor a member of any other religion...! 



A t Cross Rhythms we haven't, in feet we're doubling our 
efforts to reach a younger generation. But we need you, 
the parents and ^andparentsy to push with us to reach 
and rescue oir children's generation. 

We all know the scripture in Malachi that the Spirit of Elijah will ‘turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse’. It is vital 
for our nation’s future that there is a greater turning of the hearts of the 
old to the young and the young to the old, and it is incumbent upon the 
older generation to take that lead. 

Cross Rhythms is a ministry that since 1983 has been reaching today’s 
younger generation and the people of our cities through media. And let’s 
face it, if you want to reach young people, where will you find them? Only a 
small proportion can be found hanging around our churches, but the vast 
majority are immersed in today’s media - building their lives, fixing their 
values and shaping their identities through online communities, website 
imagery, music idols, movie icons, mobile interaction, video footage, radio 
personalities... Yep, if you want to find today’s youth, you will find them in 
today’s media culture - just where Cross Rhythms has taken it’s stand! 



By Jon Bellamy, C EO of Cross Rhythms 

pornography, self harm, addictions, eating disorders and offering teaching, 
testimonies and prayer.The site is reaching more than 800,000 unique 
users a year, 70% of whom are under 35. 

In addition, our model of FM community radio has proved a great 
success with Ofcom and local communities: engaging with everyday 
issues and serving local communities at all levels, practically, emotionally 
and spiritually. Its success has enabled four such stations to gain FM 
licences, and our goal is to see 10 such stations across the nation. 

We are truly fulfilling our positioning statement to, 

Impact Youth and the Wider Community For Good Through 
FM Radio, Contemporary Christian Music and a Globally 
I influential Website'. 

Building on all this, from January 2011 we started a brand new five year 
licence awarded to continue reaching the people of Stoke-on-Trent on 
FM radio until at least December 2015! 




Originally born out of a prophetic word given 
to Cross Rhythms Founder Chris Cole to 
'reach millions for Christ through 

media’, after 27 tried and tested years 
Cross Rhythms has grown from just a 
half hour radio show to three full 
time FM radio stations in UK cities. 

Youth programmes are syndicated 
to more than 50 stations 
worldwide and our youth 
engaging website is one of the 
busiest in the UK, tackling 
issues such as 



How you can help... 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

D I would like to give a one off gift of £ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross 
Rhythms’ ) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date DDDD 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: 

Address: 



Postcode:_ 
E-mail: 



Tel: 



wwwcra ra fty lf i iM coat 



Please cut out this form and post it to. 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 

Stoke-on-Trent, ST I IXR. 

Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make a donation 
or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 




It is amazing when we look back to see how far God has brought us, what 
he has established through us, and to be encouraged to go further still! 

We have just launched Cross Rhythms radio so it can be heard on 
mobiles and smartphones; we re-launched our Twitter and Facebook 
interaction to great effect; and we are developing brand new youth 
programming with Chip K and Shell Perris - role models to a younger 
generation. 



We are also setting up a media training academy to raise up the next 
generation of Christian media voices and we are in discussion with several 
groups for possible stations in their cities, including one for Bethlehem! 




facebook 



To achieve our vision will require experience, perseverance and 
boldness. All these we have. 

To achieve our vision will also require expansion, cpnwth, 
increased manpower and added resource. 

As you read just some of the testimonies from the last 8 years of FM 
broadcasting, imagine this being repeated and multiplied time after time 
all across the UK in the coming years. With your support it can. 

C ross Rhythms is much more than a team of 9 employees, 4 
trustees and 30 volunteers It is a team of hundreds of partners 

all giving where they are called to give and standing together to see the 
same vision come forth in our nation today. 



Today we are looking for many more parents and grandparents to join us 
to reach our children’s generation through media. We are asking you, 
would you join our growing army of partners, who are just as vital a 
member of the Cross Rhythms team as myself and Heather, Tony & 
Maxine, Angela, Chris, Richard, Rob, Peter? 



Thank you for your consideration. 
Yours sincerely 

Jonathan Bellamy Cross Rhythms CEO 
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approach religion with a high degree of cynicism. In the case of 
Cross Rhythms I am entirely happy to say that such cynicism is 
entirely unfounded. I believe your radio station has played an 
important role in entertaining local people and also in countering 
the needlessly negative messages of other local media. You have 
injected positive criticality into many civic debates and have held 
myself and other local politicians to account in a way that has 
enabled us to explain ourselves rather than sought merely to trick 
us into sound bites.” 

Mike Wolfe - Elected Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, 2004 

“I can speak from experience of both listening to and from the 
perspective of Staffordshire Police contributing to regular features 
on Cross Rhythms. The radio station undoubtedly promotes unity 
and highlights the valuable work that is being done within 
communities.” 

John Wood - Chief Superintendent, 2004 

“Hi Shell ! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend 
sent it to me thinking it might help me. I have self harmed for 9 
months. I have good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell 
someone. I listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 
Although I’m not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again and told her. It feels so much 
better. Thank you so much you have helped me heaps.” 

N, 2009 

“Hi Chris, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been 
speaking to a girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want 
to know her anymore (she isn’t a Christian). Well today she said 
she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night and 
she gave her life to God!!!! Sooo excited.” 

V - Stoke-on-Trent, 2009 

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken. The night before my 24th birthday, the night 
we spoke on the phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was 
seriously contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t 
feel I had any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. I want 
you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end of a 
phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope. It gave me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it 
through that night. Without doing something that would have been 
unwise. It was you displaying the kindness and love that made me 
see Jesus.” 

Helen - 2009 
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Rediscovering holiness 



You are to gather up the joys and sorrows, the 
struggles, the beauty, love, dreams and hopes of 
every hour that they may be consecrated at the 
altar of daily life. 

Sr Macrina Wiederkehr OSB, from A Tree Full of 
Angels: Seeing the Holy in the Ordinary 
(HarperCollins, 1988) 

I n the Old Testament, the concept 
of holiness is understood primarily 
as something that describes the 
majestic, glorious, invisible God 
(see Exodus 15:11; Psalm 29:2), 
but his holiness may also be extended to 
places, objects and divinely elected 
people (Exodus 3:5; 22:31; 29:37). 

It is significant that all the biblical 
places, encounters and objects that were 
described as holy and sacred were 
marked out for their manifestations of 
the divine presence. Where God dwelt, 
holiness dwelt; and, by implication, 
where God was not, holiness was not. 
God’s relationship towards his chosen 
people, described as a holy nation 
(Exodus 19:6; Deuteronomy 7:6), was 
also marked out by his everlasting 
covenant with them and his demand for 
their worship of him alone (Exodus 
20:1-3). At this point, then, holiness is 
identified as separation from other 
nations and as relationship with the 
Divine. 

In the Old Testament, the greatest 



emphasis on holiness was found first in 
its relation to ceremonial and ritual 
activities. With the emergence of the 
later prophets, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel, and the rise of Wisdom 
literature (such as is found in the books 
of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes), the term 
‘holiness’ became more abstract, but was 
still waiting to be born in the coming 
Messiah. Jesus both models holiness and 
is the door to holiness — and we are 
invited in. 

In the New Testament, we find Jesus 

'..through Christ, holiness is 
no longer something that 
separates God from 
humanity . 5 



depicted by the Gospel writers as taking 
the idea of holiness one stage further, by 
saying that holiness is no longer to be 
found only in buildings, places, objects, 
rituals and prescribed Law, but in the 
individual person, in one’s heart. The 
Gospel writers used the word ‘heart’ in 
this context to represent the whole 
person, rather as we do today. The heart 
was the seat of the emotions and 



appetites, and included intellectual and 
moral faculties. 

Thus the experience of the way 
holiness is defined and practised shifts 
from being centred predominantly 
outside the body to being placed firmly 
within it. Jesus frequently castigated the 
religious leaders of his time precisely 
because they had lost this intrinsic 
meaning of holiness in the ways they 
interpreted the Law. They had 
developed and perpetuated an elaborate 
system of rules regarding holiness that 
was designed exclusively to separate 
them from the rest of the people. 

Indeed, the very word ‘Pharisee’ 
meant separation — a person who was set 
apart for a life of purity. Yet, through 
Christ, holiness is no longer something 
that separates God from humanity; no 
longer do holy things or places divide 
the Creator from his creation. All can 
come to Christ now that he has died and 
risen. 

Today, holy experiences are difficult to 
define easily, and plenty of scholars have 
wrestled with this conundrum. How do 
we know when we are in the presence of 
God? 

What words and images come into our 
minds and hearts? Do we just know 
instinctively? Is it sometimes better not 
to try to describe holiness but just to live 
it, to experience it from within? Most 



believers would 
agree that 
holiness and 
holy 

experiences 
differ from 
other purely 
human or 
material 
experiences by 
more than just 
their sensory 
elements. 

These 

experiences are 
not merely a deepening or magnifying 
of already familiar emotions but are felt 
independently and in their own right. 

Nothing in the material world can be 
holy by itself; places, people and objects 
are holy only in relation to their 
connection with God. 

It is God who consecrates them and 
draws us towards him through our 
experience of them. Lent is a perfect 
opportunity to rediscover this holiness 
by accompanying Christ on his way to 
death and final victory. 

This is an edited extract from The Promise 
of Easter, by Fleur Dorrell, reproduced with 
the permission of BRF. The book is 
available now, priced £4.99, ISBN 
9781841017884. 




Lent courses and resources 



• Lent, traditionally a period of fasting 
and prayer in preparation for Easter, is 
an ideal opportunity to put aside time for 
regular meetings for joint study. You can 
get five or six in between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter. It’s not easy to 
forget if it becomes a regular annual 
event. But, needless to say, you don’t 
have to wait until Lent. You can do a 
study course any time you like, as many 
times as you like in the year. 
www.yorkcourses.co.uk have an 
information sheet on their website that 
you can download - as well as an 
organiser’s checklist - with plenty of tips 
on how to get started. 

■ Damaris’ Lent course consists of five 
sessions. Each session includes material 
from the book Get More Like Jesus 
While Watching TV , with discussion 
questions and suggested television clips 
for groups to watch and talk about 
together. The leader’s guide, consisting 
of a pdf with handouts and Powerpoint 
files, can be downloaded for free from 
tomorrow at www.damaris.org/lent The 
book Get More Like Jesus While 
Watching TV argues that television is not 
merely chewing gum for the eyes - it is a 
vital tool for us in sharing our faith with 
friends, family and neighbours. Applying 
Romans 1 2 to our watching habits, the 
book makes the case for using television 
both to help us grow in personal 
holiness and in becoming more effective 
in sharing our faith. If you want to check 
out Get More Like Jesus While 
Watching TV you can read the foreword 
at www.damaris.org/lent. 



■ This Lent Christian Aid is using social 
media and blogging clergy to encourage 
people to use the time between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter to pray, act and 
give. Count Your Blessings will be 
launched on Twitter March 9. They will 
be using the popular social media site 
for the 45 days of Lent to share daily 
reflections and actions. The Archdeacon 
of Buckingham, The Ven. Karen Gorham 
will be blogging about Count Your 
Blessings. Follow her progress at 
www.archdeaconkaren.blogspot.com 
You can also follow the Count Your 
Blessings journey on Twitter by going to 
www.twitter.com/christian_aid where 
daily actions will be posted every 
morning, and add to the conversation by 
using the hashtag #cyblessings. The 
Count Your Blessings calendar, available 
to download at 

www.christianaid.org.uk/lent . encourages 
people to take a fresh look at the good 
things in their life and respond through 
giving, reflection, action or prayer. 

■ USPG (Anglicans in World Mission) 
has produced a Lent study guide, 
drawing on passages from Acts and 
looking at the church in action in India, 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 

Japan, Bangladesh, South Africa, 
Myanmar and Ghana. USPG speakers 
are available to speak at Lent services or 
study sessions. Email 
enquiries@uspg.org.uk or call 0845 273 
1 701 for more information. 

The picture above shows the growing 
church in Gambella, western Ethiopia... 




There are around 60 licenced Anglican 
church leaders supporting isolated rural 
congregations. The Anglican mission 
agency USPG is supporting the 
Anglican Church in Ethiopia 

■ The Diocese of Oxford has produced 
Reading the Bible, a Simple Guide a 
booklet outlining different ways of 
approaching the Bible. Why not use that 
to guide you through scripture during 
Lent? Email debbie.dallimore@ 
oxford.anglican.org or call 01 865 
208225 to order your copies. 
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Is for Sale 

An independent Christian Cafe and 
Bookshop in this busy seaside 
market town. 

I he owner, who would like to retire, is 
looking for someone to carry on and 
develop this important ministry. 

For inlbmiaiion and sale details 
please sec www.arkhookshop.co.uk 



Retired, pensioned educator with limited 
means, urgently needs help setting up & 
using e-mail, as well as connecting to 
Pay Pal, E-Bay, & Amazon with Word 
2003 Professional system, three-in-one 
printer plus a laptop. I can promise you at 
least 12 hours of work for £120 or more, 
to stay 3 hrs each time. Pay is immediate. 
Nice little secure “nest-egg” for a student. 
Central Oxford, parking available. 

Excellent references are required prior to 
hiring. 01865-722-087. 



"Thank You 
King James" 




Ry eland* Road 
Lai mi lister 
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Customer friendly 
design & print 

For all your business 

Cornerstone Vision 
publishes this 
Diocesan newspaper. 

We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01 752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 
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Caring for G 



A swift way to make a difference 



The Revd Canon Glyn 
Evans, Diocesan Rural 
Officer reports on an easy 
way churches can stop the 
decline of swifts. 

I have teamed up with ornithologist 
Chris Mason for this scheme to help 
swifts. These birds spend about four 
months here during the summer. After 
fledging, young swifts migrate to 
southern Africa where they remain for 
the next two years constantly on the 
wing. 

They feed entirely on insects which 
they catch in flight, and they rest and 
sleep on the wing as well. Only in their 
third summer do they return to Britain, 
and then they may find a mate. They will 
only breed if they find a nesting site. The 
same pair will breed for three or four 
years, but can live for a long time after 
that. The birds themselves are fully 
protected by law. So are their nests while 
they are being used. Nevertheless over 
the last ten years their numbers have 
declined significantly and they are now 
on the amber list of Birds of 
Conservation Concern. We believe that 
churches can help to stop that decline. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher is a keen bird watcher who 
loves swifts too. “There are few more 
wonderful summer sights than watching 
swifts on the wing,” he said. “Swifts return 
every year to the same building, even to 
the same nesting place within that 
building, but sadly in recent years many 
nest sites have been lost through 
building ‘development’.” 

Swifts use a wide range of buildings - 
stone manor houses, Victorian town 
houses and post-war houses built by local 
authorities but the effect of major repairs 
or demolition is the same in each case - 
swifts lose their nest site. Even quite 
modest repairs to the eaves can have the 
same result. What’s sad is that it is 
relatively simple to carry out repair work 
and still leave the swifts’ nesting place 



undisturbed or to provide a 
replacement.” 

Recently Bishop Colin visited 
Kirtlington church where Chris Mason 
showed him the swift nest boxes that have 
been installed. Chris has been working 
on a project to conserve swift nest sites in 
the Cherwell District for the last three 
summers. He says “Because swifts return 
year after year to the same nesting place, 
the most important thing is to try to find 
out where they are nesting and look after 
those sites, f have found that people love 
having these birds around in the summer 
and want to help in any way they can.” 

The Cherwell Swift Conservation 
Project is encouraging churches to 
include nesting spaces in carefully 
selected spaces. The project in the 
Cherwell District aims to make sure nest 
sites in churches are not disturbed when 
repairs are carried out, and the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee (DAC) is being 
asked to help with this. It also hopes to 
encourage churches to install nesting 
boxes in church towers. 

Last summer nest boxes were installed 
in Bodicote church tower. Reg Tipping a 
swift enthusiast started recording swifts in 
2008 for the Cherwell Swift Conservation 
Project. He knew there were plenty of 
swifts nesting in the village near the 
church, and was inspired by an article by 
the Rector, the Revd Ben Phillips, in the 
parish magazine in September 2009. 

The Parochial Church Council 
obtained a Faculty from the DAC and 
funding from the Oxfordshire Nature 
Conservation Forum. Fellow enthusiast 
Bill Cupit constructed a set of six nest 
boxes and together they fitted them 
inside the bell tower in June 2010. 

Merton PCC has also recently approved 
a plan to install nest boxes in their 
church. PCC member Stephanie 
Appleton said “There are now only two 
pairs of swifts remaining in Merton and 
they are both at the St Swithun’s Church. 
So we are delighted that we might be able 
to add to their numbers by putting nest 
boxes in the tower.” 

Glyn Evans and Chris Mason are 




working with the Oxfordshire Nature 
Conservation Forum, which is offering 
financial help for churches wanting to 
install nest boxes. Cynth Napper, the 
ONCF community officer said: “People 
are often concerned that birds will leave a 
lot of mess. But swifts do not leave a pile 
of droppings below their nests. Swift 
boxes are designed exclusively for swifts. 
Bats cannot get into them, and the swifts 
can only get into the boxes, not into the 
church.” As for concerns that a swift 
might get trapped inside the church, this 
can be dealt with by a notice on the 
church door asking visitors to make sure 
the door is kept closed. 

For more information contact Glyn on 
glynpe@tiscali.co.uk or 07581 491713. 



Enter swiftly to win prizes 



The Door is offering the following prizes to the first three correct entries to be drawn from the 
hat. 

1 . CD of swft calls which help attract swifts to nesting sites 

2. The Museum Swifts; the story of the swifts in the tower of the Oxford University Museum of 
Natural History by Andrew Lack and Roy Overall 

3. Broughton Ferry Environmental Project booklet on swifts 

To stand a chance of winning simply answer the following three questions: 

1 . What is the Latin name for the Common Swift? 

2. In which public building in the city of Oxford have swifts nested regularly since the 1940s? 

3. Who wrote the book Swifts in a Tower ? 

To stand a chance of winning send your entries to Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. The closing date for entries is Friday, March 1 1th. 
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Our own guide for a greener church 



A NEW version of a practical guide to 
becoming greener has been published 
especially for the churches in the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

For Creed and Creation was originally 
published in London to help churches 
make a difference to the environment. 
Its authors were the Revd Gillian 
Straine, who has a physics degree and a 
PhD in atmospheric physics, and 
Nathan Oxley, who was doing Public 
Relations work for the Government. 

Gillian, who is now a curate in 
Kidlington, has re-visited the 
publication to make it more relevant to 
churches in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. She says: “It’s a 
simple and straight forward guide book 
about how to make your church more 
green. 



“People can pick it up and do quick, 
easy and cheap things first. It’s written 
in a way that makes it easy for churches 
to get on with it. They can either do the 
little things or go straight for bigger 
projects like installing solar panels on 
their roofs. 

“Wherever the church is there is 
something in the book they can do. It’s 
light hearted - it’s not meant to be a 
serious book, but something people can 
use. 

“It’s an important issue for the 
Church because it’s an important issue 
for the world. The climate is changing 
and we have a responsibility to do 
something. The Church shouldn’t be 
preaching about making a difference 
unless it’s working towards getting its 
own house in order. We can also save 



some money by 
making ourselves 
more efficient.” 

In the 

introduction to the 
book, the Bishop 
of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John 
Pritchard, says: 

“My touchstone is 
my grandchildren. 

They may still be 
alive in the year 2100; what kind of a 
world will we leave them? 

“The activities here in this book are 
real, practical opportunities to ‘make a 
difference in the world,’ as our Living 
Faith vision invites us to do.” 

The book is available from 
environment@oxford.anglican.org 




Last minute fundraising push saves carbon neutral plan 



A last minute fundraising push saw 
the congregation at St George’s, 
Wash Common, Newbury, raise 
£40,000 to save a scheme to install solar 
panels. 

AS the Door went to press St George’s, 
Wash Common in Newbury, Berkshire, 
was set to celebrate completion of the 
first stage of becoming England’s first 
carbon neutral church. 

The church was switched on its newly 
installed photovoltaic (PV) panels as part 
of a scheme to reduce its carbon 
footprint from 15 tonnes per year to zero. 

The fundraising campaign was 
launched in November 2009 with support 
from local resident and congregation 
member, former Archbishop of 



Canterbury Lord Carey of Clifton. It was 
feared the plan would have to be shelved 
because of cash issues, but fundraising 
efforts have meant the first £250,000 has 
been provided and phase one, the PV 
panels, can go ahead. 

St George’s was awarded a number of 
grants including £38,000 by the Low 
Carbon Buildings Lund however 
restrictions on this grant meant it had to 
be spent by the end of Lebruary 2011, 
thus exerting significant time pressures 
on the entire project. Vicar of St 
George’s, Paul Cowan, said: “This project 
has represented a roller-coaster ride over 
recent months and at the end of January 
it looked as though the project would be 
cancelled due to a funding shortfall 
against bids to do the work. On Sunday 



January 30 I gave an update to our 
congregation and told them we were 
back to the drawing board. 

“The response was phenomenal and 
in the following 12 hours more than 
£40,000 was donated. We were then 
able to secure a discount with the 
contractors and suddenly we were back 
on track. These events seem truly 
miraculous as I am now able to admire 
the PV panels on the roof. St George’s 
is still some way from being fully carbon 
neutral but this is a positive step in the 
right direction as we endeavour to play 
our small part in the stewardship of this 
beautiful world and as we make St 
George’s a warmer and more welcoming 
space for the Wash Common 
community. 



Wing your way to a solar seminar 



IN December the Door reported how 
Wing Church in Buckinghamshire 
became one of a handful of pioneering 
churches to install solar panels on its 
roof. 

Last month Bishop of Buckingham 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson said a prayer 
of blessing and Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, The Ven. Karen Gorham, 
led intercessions at a special service to 
give thanks for the project. 

The panels will generate electricity 
from the sun, which will be used by the 
church and also exported into the 
National Grid. Not only will their 
electricity bill halve, but they are 
expecting to earn £3,500 per year from 
the Leed-In-Tariffs, a government 



scheme to encourage us all to use 
‘green’ technologies in our homes and 
workplaces. Lor more information on 
feed in tariffs contact the Revd Dr 
Lesley Lellows, renewable energies 
advisor, Diocese of Oxford on 
lesley.fellows@hotmail.com . 

So the church is hosting a seminar on 
renewable energy options and church 
buildings. The day will look at how 
churches can generate electricity, cut 
energy bills and, through the feed-in- 
tariffs, make a good return on its 
investment. 

The event takes place on March 5^ 
and runs from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 
Including presentations and 
information from experts, plus an 



Ar.ihv 




opportunity to see solar panels on a 
church roof in action. Lor more details 
see www.earthingfaith.org/winseminar 
or send your name and contact details 
by email to 

environment@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208745. 




K FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE 

lATIONAL 

LIT 

ECIAUSTS 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Gordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 



Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 
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Award Winning Chanty Insurance 
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See the 
Holiday Guide 
on page 1 7 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Eme it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Stained Class 

01494 ■ 77371 2 
David Wasley MA * FMGP 

www.lrdmlllermiumarthrs.co.uk 



Hammond & Harper of London 
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To advertise in The Door 
call 01 752 225623 



PUBLIC 

ADDRESS /INDUCTION 
LOOP SYSTEMS 

for: Chapels * Churches * Village 
Halls * Schools * Nursing Homes * 
Waiting Rooms 
New systems, updates 
or portable units. 

Consult the professional for 

FREE SURVEY, ADVICE & 
QUOTE 

ROYSTON 
PA SYSTEMS 

TEL: 01725 518428 

PO BOX 1 
Fordingbridge 
SP6 3PQ 
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Have you thought of making a retreat? 



Most of us will have heard about retreats, we may have been on a retreat ourselves or know someone 
who has. For those who have not the simple question is "What is a retreat?' According to the Retreat 
Association, A retreat is a planned time of spiritual refreshment, with the opportunity to rest, unwind 
and pray. It offers the chance to reflect in an unhurried way on your life, your relationships, and your 
experience of God; to ponder the meaning of what has happened to you, and to prepare for the future. 



Retreats usually involve a good 
deal of silence, because many 
people have discovered through 
the centuries that it is in quiet 
that they can best reach into 
themselves and find the deep 
centre, the inner stillness where 
they are at peace with 
themselves and with the world 
around them. Each person has 
her or his own image of this 
inner stillness: for example, some 
may see it as a well from which 
they can draw fresh water, others 
as the truest part of their ow n 
being, others again as their 
experience of God within them. 

But retreats need not 
necessarily be entirely silent: 
they may include daily 
conversation with others in a 
group, some kind of shared 
activity, or a meeting with a 
retreat guide. 

Where would I go? 

Most retreats are residential: 
you go and stay somewhere 
quiet and apart from your usual 
daily life, typically in a retreat 
house. Retreat houses provide a 
peaceful atmosphere and are 
often based in wonderful old 
buildings with gardens to 
explore and reflect in. Most offer 
delicious home cooking and very 



comfortable accommodation. 
They are mainly in the 
countryside, but others are based 
in towns and offer an oasis of 
calm in the centre of a busy 
environment. Many people make 
a retreat each year: some enjoy 
the adventure of going 
somewhere different each time, 
while others return time and 
again to a house that has 
become comfortably familiar to 
them and a spiritual home. 

What would I do? 

There are many different kinds 
of retreat, with more or less 
structure in the way they are 
organised. 

A traditional preached retreat 
is in silence, with daily talks from 
a leader and the rest of the time 
kept for prayer and reflection. 

On an individually-guided 
retreat you will meet daily with 
someone who will listen to you 
non-judgementally and may 
suggest passages to read, perhaps 
from the scriptures, or ways to 
reflect that might be helpful. You 
will be free to follow these 
suggestions or set them aside. 

You might still find it possible 
to find a place on a Lent Retreat 
if you call your chosen retreat 



house shortly. By their nature 
you are likely to find a limit on 
places available at retreat 
centres. 

If you would simply like to 
spend time by yourself, you may 
make a private retreat. Retreat 
houses will offer this opportunity 
wherever possible, and may be 
able to provide a retreat guide as 
well. As a beginner and especially 
if you are unused to extended 
periods of silence, it is usually 
better to try something with 
support and a focus - and some 
retreat houses offer beginners' 
retreats. 

Apart from specifically prayer 
and study based retreats, some 
providers offer all sorts of 
themed activity retreats as well. . 
This may range from creative 
hobbies such as painting or 
poetry, to acquiring skills such as 
photography or Power-Point, to 
finding support in coping with 
modern day issues such as a time 
of change or a relationship 
breakup. 

Many retreats involve a group 
of people, and even if you make 
a private retreat others may be 
staying at the retreat house at 
the same time. 



How can I find out more? 

The Retreat Association can provide further 
information or guidance about retreats. You can 
call the Retreats Association on 01494 433004 
Email them on info@retreats.org.uk 
Visit the website: www.retreats.org.uk 



Offering contemporary 
facilities for the CoSumba r s * 

2 Is t c e ntu ry Church. House 

Combining a reflective, quiet atmosphere and 
traditional Christian hospitality, with excellent 
standards of accommodation. Up to 100 guests a day. 
With refurbished chapel, new oratory plus meditation 
garden alongside of a choice of meeting rooms, 
Saint Columba’s House is your first choice. 

For comprehensive retreat programme see website. 
Saint Columba’s House, Maybury Hill, Woking, 
Surrey GU22 8AB. Tel: 01483 766498 
Email: retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 



Crowhurs' 






Christian Healing Centre 

a place of Christ's healing 



A safe place... 



to tet go and tet God 

to talk or pray with someone in confidence 
to team about the church 's heating ministry 
to find heating and wholeness 
to know Christ's peace 



Set tn spacious grounds near Battle in East Sussex, we provide comfortable 
accommodation and appropriate healing ministry for anyone needing time away 
from the stresses and strains of daily life 

Throughout the year we offer a variety of residential and non-res idential retreats, 
training days and quiet days. You can also come and stay at any time without being 
part of a programmed event 




For details and bookings Tel: Q1424 830033 

www.crow hursth eadino.org, uk 
crowhurs t^ 



Registered Charity No 208738 




A place to relax, be 
together and learn 

Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 



Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers 
accommodation 
for up to 200 
people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 



Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266 





e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 

www.wycliffecentre.org 
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A Christian retreat and renewal 
centre 

Ready to welcome you 

Ful board fmni MS 

Burton Road t pgq \t t Darsat, EH ij GOT 
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CHRISTIAN RETREAT HOUSE 




Set in the peaceful Oxfordshire 
countryside, Stanton House truly is a 
space for God. The house and its grounds 
is the perfect venue for individuals and 
groups to hold a retreat, enabling them to 
seek God, study, relax or simply regroup 
by taking time out from a busy life. 

For further information please call 
Stanton House on 01865 358 807, 
email:office@stantonhouse.org.uk 
or visit www.stantonhouse.org.uk 




Epiphany House Retreats 201 1 

Holy Week Residential Retreat: 

Saturday 16th - Monday 25th April 

“In the Steps of the Cornish Saints” 

(Pilgrimage retreat): Saturday 11th - Saturday 18th June 

The Full Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 

(Silent residential retreat): Monday 8th - Friday 19th August 

“The Art of Seeing: God, self and the mysterious universe” 
(Silent residential retreat): Sunday 21st -Friday 26th August. 

“Dreams, Imagination and Soul-making” (Silent residential 
retreat): Wednesday 31st August - Thursday 8th September. 

“Holy Spring: Seeking God’s refreshing” 

(Pilgrimage retreat): Saturday 10th - Friday 16th September 

Individually Guided Retreat 

(Silent residential retreat): Saturday 1st - Saturday 8th October 



For more information please contact the Chaplain 
(the Revd Bridget Macaulay) at Epiphany House , Kenwyn, 
Truro, Cornwall TR1 3DR. 

Tel: 01872 272249 email: epiphanyhouse@keme.co.uk 

www.epiphanyhouse.co.uk 
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The Door post 



Courses, training, conferences Sc workshops in March 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 4 March 2011. 



TUESDAY 1 MARCH 



OXFORD: Oxfordshire Stronger 
Communities Alliance are holding a 
half day event ‘Youth and family 
services: the way forward in 
Oxfordshire’. 9.30am - 1 pm at 
Seacourt Tower, Botley, Oxford. 
Details from 01 865 251 946. 

SATURDAY 5 MARCH 



MILTON KEYNES: A quiet day at 
The Well, Willen ‘Sacred Gaia. 
Details 01 908 242190 or 
bookings@thewellatwillen.org.uk 

MONDAY 7 MARCH 



OXFORD: CAP Money are running 
a short course to learn how to 
budget and organise your finances 
beginning today from 7.30pm - 
9.30pm at The Mish, 57f St 
Clements Street. Details 01 865 
246674. To book go to 
www.capmoney.org or email 
parish.office@stclements.org.uk 

OXFORD: Book launch of ‘Word 
and Spirit - the vital partnership in 
Christian Leadership’ by The Revd 
Will Donaldson at Wycliffe Hall at 
5.30pm. Details 
www.brfonline.org.uk 

WEDNESDAY 9 MARCH 



MILTON KEYNES: A quiet day at 
The Well, Willen at the beginning 
of Lent. ‘Reflections on Ash 
Wednesday’. Details 01908 
242190 or 

bookings@thewellatwillen.org.uk 

THURSDAY 10 MARCH 



NEWBURY: Organ recital by 
Stephen Holmes at St Nicolas 
Church at 1 .10pm. Details 01 635 
32837. 

FRIDAY 11 MARCH 



OXFORD: Unicorn group open 
meeting at 1 Canterbury Road, 

North Oxford. Coffee/tea at 
1 2.30pm. Bring own lunch. (1 pm - 

Courses & special events 

INTRODUCTION TO LAY 
MINISTRY: Saturday 1 9 March at 
Diocesan Church House from 
1 0am - 4pm (bring a packed lunch). 
This course is for LLMs in training 
and other interested learners who 
want to look at the theology of 
ministry, lay and ordained, and 
issues of support and supervision. 

This course will be of particular help 
to those needing to complete a ‘2B’ 
or ‘P’ competency. Cost £1 8. 

Details and booking form from 

sheila.townsend@ 

oxford.anglican.org 

SACRED SPACES IN PUBLIC 
PLACES: Two day conference from 



2pm). ‘Church on Trial’ - Jessica 
Rose. All welcome. 

SUNDAY 13 MARCH 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: A 

series of lectures for Lent will take 
place every Sunday throughout 
Lent at Dorchester Abbey from 
6.30pm - 8.30pm. Details 
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk or 
phone 01 865 340007. 

MONDAY 14 MARCH 



ABINGDON: ‘Perspectives on 
Jesus through Lent’ - a Lent course 
being held every Monday through 
Lent at 8pm at All Saints Methodist 
Church, Appleford Drive. 

IVY HOUSE, WARMINSTER: 

Residential Lent Retreat from 1 4 - 
1 8 March ‘He chose the nails’ led 
by Pat Marsh. Cost £220 (full 
board). Details 01 985 21 4824 
Email: stdenys@ivyhouse.org 

TUESDAY 15 MARCH 



OXFORD: Oueen’s College Chapel 
are running a Lent course every 
Tuesday throughout Lent from 
6.15pm. Details 01865 246809. 

WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH 



TILE HURST: Reading Concert 
singers will perform at St Mary 
Magdalen at 7.30pm. Details 01 1 8 
942 5290. 

OXFORD: Council of Christians 
and Jews Annual book evening 
patrons panel at Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road at 
7.30pm. Details ceo@ccj.org.uk 

THURSDAY 17 MARCH 



OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting at Christ 
Church Cathedral. Holy 
Communion at 9.45am (President) 
- The Bishop of Buckingham; 

1 0.1 5am coffee; 1 0.30am Talk by 
The Bishop of Buckingham. 



22 to 23 March for everyone 
engaged in mission (including youth 
work, schools work, community arts 
and fresh expressions of church). To 
be held at CMS House, Watlington 
Road, Oxford. Booking essential - 
phone 01 865 787455 or go to 
www.sacredspaces.eventbrite.com 

TRANSFORM: An opportunity for 
Christians involved in education in 
Oxfordshire to get together to be 
equipped, motivated and inspired to 
make a difference in their schools. 
Saturday 5 March from 1 0am - 4pm 
at St Gregory’s School, Oxford. 
Book in advance. Details email 
transformbooking@mail.com 



CHARLBURY: St Mary’s Church at 
8pm. ‘The Bible in Voice and Verse’ 
- a special concert of words and 
music celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of King James Bible. 
Details 01 608 81 0286. 

SATURDAY 19 MARCH 



ASTON TIRROLD: The Centre for 
Reflection are holding a Lent Ouiet 
Day with reflections based on 
Stanley Spencer’s series of eight 
paintings ‘Christ in the Wilderness’. 
1 Oam - 4pm. Cost £20. Details 
01235 850423. 

MONDAY 21 MARCH 



OXFORD: Christian Aid’s 
‘Theology, Poverty, Gender and 
Justice’ - at New Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square from 9am - 
1 pm. Details 01 865 24681 8. 

WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH 



WHITLEY: Reading Concert 
singers concert, St Agnes at 
7.30pm. Details 01 18 942 5290. 

FRIDAY 25 MARCH 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 26 MARCH 



HOLMER GREEN: Amersham 
Deanery Vocations drop-in day 
from 1 Oam - 3pm at Christ Church 
H PI 5 6X0. Details 01 494 
670389 or 01494 772914. 

THURSDAY 31 MARCH 



WOKINGHAM: # Holy Listening’, on 
the ministry of Spiritual Direction at 
The Cornerstone, All Saints 
(1 .30pm - 3.30pm or 7.45pm - 
9.45pm). Details 01 1 8 9785690. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



The Story of REinspired 

Learn how churches in 
Reading have been 
supporting their local 
schools through RE with 
the goal of engaging 
every child, in every 
school,, every year. Be 
inspired to do the same! 

"If you are willing 
to learn about how 
to do Christian 
Schools Work start 
with this book!” 

Alison FarnelJ 
Former Director of 
The Staptcford Centre. 

“Schools want the sort of partnership & 
involvement that REinspired has offered 
so brilliantly in Reading” 

The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell 

Bishop of Chelmsford 

Discover how we can help you engage with schools. 
We're holding a free seminar over lunch in Reading 
soon. The first ten attendees to book will receive a 
free copy of the book as well as lunch! To book your 
place email us at office@reinspired.org.uk, call 
us on D11B 9663929 or visit www.reinspired.org.uk. 



Churches Together In Earley and East Reading Schools Project 

Registered Charity No 1109291 




Published by BRF at £8.99 
ISBN 9731341017716 




CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOS0VG f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.uk 



“Hi Autosave, 



how can I help you?” 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



To advertise in 
The Door call 
01 752 225623 
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Advertise your 
vacancies in The Door 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers 
published by Cornerstone Vision. With 35,500 
copies printed monthly, excluding August, The 
Door offers a wonderful opportunity to reach the 
Anglican Diocese of Oxford with details of your 
goods and services. 

For employment vacancies within the church 
itself or locally based charities it must be one of 
your first choices. 

Taking in major cities and towns including 
Oxford, Abingdon, Reading, Maidenhead, 
Aylesbury and Milton Keynes, The Door is 
circulated through Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire eleven times a year. 

Our regular advertising features offer an 
excellent opportunity to reach our readers 
with a discounted rate (when compared to 
the Media Pack rate). 

For organisations who serve a broader area 
than the Door offers other titles in our group 
might also be of benefit. They include: The 
Sarum Link, The Month ; The Wey; Rochester 
Link and Pompey Chimes. To learn more call our 
sales team on 01752 225623 



The Parish Church of 
Saint Mary the Virgin 

H enley-on-T harries 

Wishes to appoint an 

Organist and Choirmaster 

Further details and a job description 
are available from: 

The Rev Canon Martyn Griffiths ssc, 

The Rectory, Hart Street, 
Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxon RG9 2AU. 
Telephone: 01 49 1 577340 
Email: rector.hwr@lineone.net. 

The closing date for 
applications is 25th. March 2011 










HEYTHROP COLLEGE 
University of London 



Hey chrop Colfeqe offers postgraduate courses 
in Philosophy, Theology And t orn bi nations of [hew 
With Psychology. Our OPEN E VENINGS for prospective 
postgraduate students take place in the Spring and 
Sumrm-r Terms 3flp.ru. For 201 1 I hi? flatus 

Monday 7 March 
■> Thursday 12 May 
Wednesday IS June 



1 



To book a pface. please complete our online form 

at openpg^heythrop.ac.uk 

or contact Annabel Clarkson, Academic Registrar 

at a.clarkson@heythrop.ac.uk 

Tel: 020 7793 4203 



We look forward to seeing you 



DISCOVER 




www.rochestercathedral.org 




New College Choir 
Chorister Open Day 



choristers on tour 

Saturday 11 June at 4 pm 

(for boys aged 3-7) 

We welcome enquires from 
interested families. 

To find out more, please contact 
edward. higginbottom@new. ox. ac uk 
or phone 01865 279519 

scholarships at New College School 
www.newcoIlegeMOXon. sch . uk 




The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 



There are 23 Bungalows and 2 
flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services 
(excluding Territorial Army and 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 




Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 

For further information or an application form please contact: 

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 

Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w ww.de venishhomes .or g 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
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Arts 



Voices from the darkness Watch out for the Tree of Light 




VOICES from the Darkness is a poignant 
selection of stories told by 21 st Century 
women about how they have overcome a 
range of mental, physical and emotional 
illnesses. 

The stories have developed over the 
last 18 months through the Eve 
Women’s Wellbeing Project, which 
supports women to overcome life- 
altering events. 

Eve was borne out of Love , Hope and 
Chocolate , a Women’s Faith Day held in 
2008. Co-ordinator, Anji Hall said: “Eve 
was inspired by a vision God put on my 
heart. At the event we had a lot of 
testimonies from women and afterwards 
there were a lot of enquiries. I really 
felt the Lord putting it on my heart that 
we needed to do something more 



substantial to address these needs.” 

So Anji gathered some women 
together from her church - Heyford 
Park Chapel in the Cherwell Valley 
Benefice, and it grew from there. She 
said: “The Eve project is born from 
faith but to enable access to all women 
does not come under a faith banner. 
However we have Soul Food once a 
week which is a lunchtime meeting 
when we eat together and follow study 
courses to help women’s faith 
journeys.” 

Voices from the Dark will be 
performed at the Mill Theatre, Banbury 

on Wednesday, July 13^ Tickets cost £9 
and £6 concessions. For more 
information email eve@btinternet.com 
or call 01869 232461. 



A TREE of Light will be part of a 

series of arts events along the River 
Thames through Oxford, Reading, 
Henley, Windsor and Slough as part of 
the cultural celebrations of the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic games. 

More than 1,000 people in the 
Thames region will be involved in the 
five events. The centrepiece of the 
project will be a giant sculpted Tree of 
Light lit by low energy LED light and 
powered by sustainable energy largely 
generated by cyclists and rowers from 
each local community. The scheme, by 
Thames Arts, will be funded by Legacy 
Trust UK, an independent charity set up 
to create a cultural and sporting legacy 
from the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. 

The creative team for the project 
includes the high tech theatrical design 
duo Block 9 who have become regulars 
at Glastonbury Festival and composer, 
Orlando Gough, one of the UK’s most 
highly rated composers for 
contemporary dance theatre. 

Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher is a board member of 
Oxford Inspires, which is part of the 
Thames Arts consortium. He said: “I am 
greatly looking forward to seeing this 
project developing in the coming 
months, and I’m delighted that the Revd 
Janet Binns, our Olympic co-ordinator, is 




in touch with its organisers. 



“Trees feature strongly in the biblical 
story. From the tree of life (as well as the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil) 
in Genesis to the leaves of the trees for 
the healing of the nations in Revelation, 
the imagery is all there, to say nothing 
of the healing for all humanity that 
comes through the death of the One 
who hangs on a tree. 

“More locally some of the oldest trees 
in the Thames Valley are the yew trees 
in our churchyards, along with the 
rather smaller ones that were planted at 
the Millennium - and no doubt we can 
find plenty of other reasons to celebrate 
as well. This is a great chance to 
celebrate with our communities; let’s 
seize it.” 
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Visit 

Significant 
Historical Places 
of interest 



Return flights 
fi'om London 
to Athens 



FR£E included 
excursions at 
ewery port 






7 Included excursions 

* Ancient Tbessonaliki and Veiia 

* Philippi and the Baptism uf Lydia 

■ I stanbu I SI Sophia s and t he Btu e Mo sq ne 

* Pergamum (one ol the Seven churches ot Revelation) 

* Ephesus, St Paul's home for 2 years and Miletus, where he 
fordoid his own death 

* Patinos whore Si John wrote the book of Revelation while in 
exile from Ephesus. 

* Ancient Corinlh and Athens to see Mars Hilt (Areopagus) and 
Ihe Acropolis. 



Ptiittippi 



Hugo# Sofia 



On Deck - Poof 



Louts Cristat 



Show Lounge 



IN THE STEPS OF 



7 nights sailing on the MS Crista I 
departing 4th November 2011 



prices from 



£1149 



HISTORICAL ATHENS ROUNDTRIP 
Louis Cruises • Crista E * 7 nights ■ 4th November 20 El 



Your Cruise Ship - the MS Crista! 



Follow the footsteps of St. Paul in Greece, from his landing in Neapolis (Kavalaj and the baptism of the first Christians in Europe at 
Philippi to his return home from Corinth calling at Miletus, where he foretold his own death to the Eiders of Ephesus, See the place 
where St John wrote the book of Revelation on Patmos and visit 2 of the Seven Churches of Revelation Also included is Istanbul 
and the spectacular Haggia Sophia (St Sophia's) Basilica and the Sultan Ahmet (Blue) Mosque. On board there will be guest 
lecturers and Christian entertainment each evening 



PETER COORD 

TRAVEL 

•ABTA ’rfSr C 



For more information call Peter Goord Travel on 

0800 0481 055 



Standard terms and conditions apply. Prices an d sva Natality are subject to change wrtbout octree. All prices [pounds sterling l shown are per person fppf. dosed on two people sharing. 
Offers include flights, port rates and current fuel surcharges, hotel stays (where specified) and transfers. Confirmations are subject to availability at the i;lme of booking Itinerates may differ. 
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St Ives Carniuatt 

Until May l lL »1l 

Shore off Mason breaks In ctwy centrally beared 
fidvnnai)^ r-nnagr in rJw rrnrrr- nf tvnurihtl Sr Iv-rv 

ONLY £120 for 2 nights for 2 people 
£35 per night for additional night* 
Includes Parking, C. Healipg, Bedlinen 
Tvl AIlc: 01736 7*S083 or 07970 737067 



WESSEX 

PILGRIMAGE 

A five-day tour of Wessex covering 
Christian and pre-Christian sites 
Planned for June 4 to June 1 0 20 1 I 

Contact Terry Henderson 
Tel: 02392 820060 

Itinerary to be supplied 



Holidays at Home 





Dartmouth 

DEVON 

£ Jin II MIS VW-LV, . h mrtfi 
Kikt P;irf Ircim 
COfltJfti taLtt 
1 1£ I Lil . ^IrinCri Il3ui . 
NlmoJ 4,-onip. 

TYirrTbTNT 
OJil ^7?^ * 47 * 



BRAMBLE COTTAGE, 

MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL 



Two bedroom Fisherman’s 
cottage with modem 
extension. Superb view from 
all windows to Mousehole 
Harbour and Mounts Bay. On 
coastal path to Lamoma Cove. 



Lor brochure, please telephone 

01588 680316 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 




Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 




Y i rh ■ ■ ■ 


: t. ./'jb-X 


LES 

COTIIS 


.Tit elegant house on (he beautiful 
wlffldofGimwv. with mmmg 
iTcu's ofHersn. Jethou emd Sark 

For more details visit our website 
wmv, kscotfls.com, or 
tekphtmlfWl 727793 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cornishholiday homes .net 
www.cor nishholidayhomes .net 




The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



star Hampton Manor Acco ^ atiol 
Country House Hotel 
Tranquil holidays with quality accommodation and 
cuisine at outstanding value - set in the beauty of 
the Tamar Valley on the Devon/Cornwall border 
* * * * 

Special activity weeks at various times of the year: 
Bird Watching (April) Visiting Gardens (May) 
Painting (June) Walking (September) and more. 
Visit our website:- www.hamptonmanor.co.uk or 
phone 01579 370494 for brochure or more details. 
* * * * 

Hampton Manor, Alston, Callington, Cornwall PL17 8LX 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House Hotel 

ikikikik Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally situated for 
coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 




Come to the Shropshire Hills 



A warm welcome awaits at our family-run cottages, maintained 
and equipped to a high standard. Beautiful location at Church 
Stretton in Shropshire, easy access to Ludlow, Shrewsbury & 
Ironbridge. Ideal for all the family. 

TEL 01694 722869 for a brochure or visit 
www.botvylefarm.co.uk 




fyhf ia McM&ica 
jbiAect faun 



Grmil Euntr 
Vi *V*f V 

3-nLdi day Irulli lira mid ul 
Juriif 1 b 11m umJ ul 
fti'plumtH' 1 ! Vuur nhnks oJ 
ncnnaimitdallrHi 
mils*. 

QyvlrffHMn«3 irtd IWlrti 
wiffi lramNsn 0r 

CM rfftifil 



Following on from the huge success of our weekly 
flights to Jersey, you can now book to fly from Oxford 
direct to Palma, Mallorca - the jewel of the Balearics this 
summer. Be amongst the first to enjoy this fantastic new 
service! 

Call us, call in or visit our website for details 



(hjwd Jjfpwf- Ti'Jtfd 



LONDON 

OXFORD 

AlRrOKI 



6-/ Waterloo Walk. High Street, 

Wttnev. OK2S GEU 

Tel: 06451 222040 Mob: 07766 406759 
email' lnW' , o)ctordalrpoTttraw1 co.uk 
www.OfltOfdflirLioi Urevel-co.uk 



Cjrcd Ejptf/tec fjr&tL > 

# ABTA 



A 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 



drive to sandy beaches. 




ITALY 

Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
ww w.villettagirasole .com 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Lanzarcte 

PIctyQ Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 01454280619 

\AAAAAilarratbeuillaciiat(Dik 



Holidays Abroad 




CYPRUS - PEYIA 

near Paphos & Coral Bay 
Spacious apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Communal 
pool, A / C heaters. 
Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 

01249 813729 



DOMFRONT, 
LOWER NORMANDY 

Two bedroom cottage 
in mral setting 
70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages 
Twin room/family room/cot 

Tel. 01935 814324 

Email, patatkinsonll@gmail.com 



F Eastern < 
t Turkey 


In the steps of Paul - 
t Abraham- Noah & Adam 


Visiting Tarsus - 
Antioch - Harar— 
the Euphrates and 
Mount Ararat 


A unique Cultural and 
Biblical Journey. 

SepLStli- 16th 2011 


Brochures available from: 


Rev Brian Spence 
St Walk's House 
Engl efield RG7 SEP 


Email: 

b rian® sun arksho use.f9 xo.uk 


Tel: 01189392227 





Insurance 



Luther ToujJ 



A fascinating study tour 
of Martin Luther’s life 
and work, including four 
UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites 

4th - 10th Sept. 2011 

www.luthertour.com 
02Q8530 3029 




Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual Mum trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

£20 off annuals paid for in MARCH 
HURRY - BUY BEFORE PRICE INCREASE END OF MARCH 
No Max. Age Umit For Single Trip Cover- 
Max. 1 year duration & up to f 10k cancellation. 



Conditions apply 
Please call for details * 



TRAVEL 



0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. 
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OUT NOW! 

latest Issue 

oi The Son 

The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
friends, neighbours or groups. 

The Winter issue of The Son includes 
stories on Mandy Smith, Adjoa Andoh, Simon Cowell, Clint 
Eastwood, Clint Dempsey, Asamoah Gyan and many others. 
It's an ideal tool for outreach. Why not use The Son to reach 
your community? 

Order your copies today: by calling 

iiifwiiifdwiiMHM 



01752 225623 




Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 



Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School atRisdon Farm, 

J acobstowe, near Okehampton offers the 
following Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery S u pport Counsel I i ng 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of J esus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis 
tools are used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling byj ay Adams: £954 



SPECIAL OFFER 



Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like to 
study at ACTS. Don't lose out, sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for 

housing benefit, Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day 
off, plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about ACTS or would 
like to make an application, please contact: 



Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 

Fax: 01837 851520, laura.alm@gilead.org.uk, www.gilead.org.uk 



God's Questions: 

Vision, Strategy and Growth 



Five situations are frequently experienced 
in Christian service: 

(a) identifying where you are in the overall 
picture, 

(b) knowing your priorities and how to 
implement them, 

(c) resolving your church’s or agency’s 
vision and the strategy to make it happen, 

(d) understanding enough about yourself as 
a leader to know what you should and can 
do, and what to avoid, and 

(e) having the faith to believe that things can 
change and with it the confidence to start 
making the invisible visible. 



That is what this book is about - one 
chapter for each topic, and two further 
chapters to put these five in their context 
- in the hope that thereby some leaders 
may become stronger and more effective in 
their service. 

Each of these topics is looked at from the 
perspective of a key question from the 
Scriptures: Adam, where are you? Moses, 
what is that in your hand? Elijah, what are 
you doing here? Amos, what do you see? 
Ezekiel, can these dry bones live? 

"Always in a context of encouragement., 
someone who understands the realities 
of church life... It is, quite simply, the 
fruit of a lifetime of reflection on God, 
faith, church and culture." 

From the Foreword by Professor John Drane 



I would like to buy a copy at the special discount price of £6, 
plus £1 towards postage and packing (the RRP of the book is £8.99). 
Please make a cheque for £7 out to ‘Peter Brierley.’ 

Name: 

Church / Organisation: 

Address: 



Postcode: 

Telephone number in case of any query: 

Email: Date: 

Return to: Brierley Consultancy, The Old Post Office, 1 Thorpe Avenue, Tonbridge, Kent, 
TN10 4PW or emai:l peter@brierleyres.com or phone: 01732 369 303 




by Dr Peter 
Brierley 
Published by 
ADBC Publishers 
September 2010 








IheDoor MARCH 2011 



19 



Letters 6^ comment 




Comment 

by Jane Manley 

Your church wedding 



T his year, for the first time, the 
Diocese represented 
‘yourchurchwedding’ at the 
UK Wedding show held at 
Ascot Racecourse. 

Having a stand at the Wedding show 
gave us an invaluable opportunity to 
chat to couples, to answer their queries 
and concerns. Many couples today 
believe that for various reasons they do 
not have the ‘right’ to get married in 
church - ‘I am not baptised’, ‘we do not 
go to church’, ‘I am divorced,’ etc. 

One of the joys I have experienced 
since being ordained has been 
conducting wedding and wedding 
blessing services. I have found it a 
great privilege to listen to the story of 
two individuals falling in love, wanting 
to spend the rest of their lives together, 
and to enable them to bring God into 
that union. 



7 love meeting the couples 
and helping them plan 
their day. 



Many couples want to add that 
spiritual dimension to their marriage, to 
feel that God’s love is underpinning 
their relationship. I love meeting the 
couples and helping them to plan their 
day, to hear their story and build that 
into the service, to make it a really 
special occasion. 

Weddings are a joyful time but they 
can also be a time of great tension as 
different family units are brought 
together and within the planning we try 
to find ways to minimise those 
differences to ensure that the day is 
focused on the couple and the vows that 
they are making to one another. 

For many people a wedding is one of 
the few occasions when they come to 
church and we try and make it an 
accessible and welcoming experience. 

At a recent wedding we had our band 
playing ‘Hey Jude’ in honour of the 
couple’s young son and it was good to 
see how the congregation entered into 
the spirit and joy of the occasion. 
‘Marriage is good for you’ Bishop John 
said recently and that is the message we 
conveyed at the Wedding show. 

The Revd Jane Manley is a member of the 
Bracknell Team Ministry. 
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The Revd Jane Manley, Debbie Dallimore and the Revd Stephen Johnson at the Wedding Show. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



“Do not put the Lord your God to the test” 
Matthew 4 vs 7 

I f there’s one piece of music I try my 
best to exclude from funeral services 
it’s ‘My Way’. Yes, it’s a great song, 
and Frank Sinatra performs it powerfully, 
but its message is borderline pernicious. 

It is a kind of hymn to Self. Blow 
everyone else. Ignore opposition, 
sensitivity to others, alternative 
possibilities. I did it my way. And that 
was, it seems to me, exactly the 
temptation that was put before Jesus in 
the wilderness, an incident which we 
read in the Gospel this year on the first 
Sunday of Lent. ‘Led by the Spirit’ - the 
very same Spirit who had come upon 
him at his baptism immediately 
previously - Jesus was drawn to the 
wilderness of Judea to be put to the test. 

Divinely endorsed as the Messiah and 
as the ‘beloved Son’, his calling was to 
be subjected to a series of moral and 
spiritual examinations. Each refers to an 
aspect of his ministry, and each, in its 
own way, also challenges us about the 
way we live and witness as his disciples 
today. His way, or my way? ‘Turn these 
stones into bread’ - what a sensible 
suggestion. ‘If you are the Son of God’, 
the temptation goes, ‘it should be 
simple, and your hunger will be 
assuaged at no cost to anyone 4 . 

Why not? Very soon he will be taking 
a few rolls of bread and a couple of tiny 
fish and feeding 5,000 people with 
them. Why not use the same power now 
to provide sustenance in the desert? 

The temptation failed, and Jesus passed 
the test. He was not there in the 
wilderness to feed his stomach with 



bread, but to listen to the word of God. 

It was all about priorities (as so much of 
our Christian discipleship is) . 

God had not given his Son miraculous 
powers for them to be used for his own 
benefit. The second test was more 
spectacular - to do something so 
sensational that everyone would 
immediately recognise that he was the 
Messiah. Jump from a pinnacle of the 
Temple and assume that God would 
send angels to catch him in mid-air. The 
crowds would see and believe. Doubters 
would be convinced, sceptics 
confounded. 

What could be wrong with that? Again 
the temptation was rejected. To ‘put 
God to the test’ is intrinsically wrong. 
This short-cut to faith for the crowd 
would involve doing God’s work in the 
world’s way. There was no Calvary by- 
pass available to the Son of God, as the 
Garden of Gethsemane demonstrates. 

There is never any alternative to 
seeking to do God’s work God’s way. For 
the third temptation Satan, it seems, 
over-reached himself, claiming that he 
could give Jesus power over the 
kingdoms of the world. It is true, of 
course, that one day that would be his 
destiny (Revelation 11:15), but through 
the defeat of evil, not surrender to it. 

The Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world, is the one who will 
‘reign for ever and ever’. Church history 
bears eloquent testimony to the fact that 
when the Christian Church seeks to 
embrace secular power and glory it 
ceases to be the true Body of Christ. We 
are called, as our Saviour was, to oppose 
oppression and worldly might, not 
collude with it. ‘Worship the Lord your 
God’, Jesus said, ‘and serve only him’. 
Quite a thought for Lent 2011. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd J ill Novell has taken up post 
as house for duty associate clergy at 
Prestwood and Great Hampden; The 
Revd Rosemary Rye raft has left her 
post as Team Vicar in Aylesbury with 
Bierton and Hulcott; The Revd Clive 
Rogers has left his post as Assistant 
Curate at Beaconsfield; The Revd John 
Hudson has retired from his post as 



LETTERS 



Don't hide our light 

It is good news that the Diocese wants to 
encourage solar panels on church roofs, 
but not only if they are invisible from the 
ground. 

The dynamic equivalent translation of 
Matthew 5 vsl 5 tells us not to hide our 
light behind a balustrade. If the 
international deal agreed at Cancun in 
December is to be delivered, then the 
Church needs to let its light be shown, 
taking a lead in the response to the 
challenge of climate change. Conservation 
of life on earth transcends the need to 
conserve the townscape. 

Canon Christopher Hall, Deddington. 



Lottery - no chance 

David Croton stole my thunder when his 
letter was published in the Door in 
February. For some years we have been 
struggling to erect a small 
church/community hall on ground 25 
yards or so away from our beautiful 
fourteenth century perpendicular gothic 
church. 

We’ve already raised just over 
£1 00,000 through sheer hard work and 
local donations. English Heritage, who 
have a particular interest in the church 
having previously made grants towards its 
maintenance, have proved equally 
interested in the hall project to such an 
extent that, in order to gain the planning 
permission which has now been granted, 
we have had to shrink the size, move the 
position and adopt a futuristic design. Oh 
yes, I nearly forgot to mention - this has 
caused the original price to just about 
double. 

We were thrilled to learn, through the 
Door , of the latest offerings from the 
National Lottery. It appeared we met all 
the criteria for acceptance. Then we 
commenced our application on-line but 
when we typed in our postcode, a 
message appeared telling us that there 
were no funds available for our area. So, 
regardless of our views on the morals of 
the National Lottery, it seems that we are 
going to have to follow the example of 
Beaconsfield ( the Door, January) and 
throw a few masked balls. Our own 
recent Bums’ Night Supper Dance raised 
£2,000. Just another 75 such dances 
and we’ll be there - unless we can find 
someone somewhere to step in and help! 
Any ideas? 

Georgie Christoper, Maids Moreton . 

Competition Winners 

The following were winners of the competition 
that appeared in February’s Door - George 
Pulford from Kidlington; Rosemary Campbell 
from Aldermaston and Mrs Watts from 
Tilehurst. They have all won a copy of 
‘Celebrating the King James Version' by 
Rachel Boulding. 

Priest in Charge at St Matthew’s, 
Reading; The Revd Tony Hogg will be 
retiring from his post as Vicar of 
Hanney, Denchworth and East Challow. 

The Revd Julian Harford has been 
given permission to officiate. 

We recall with sadness the deaths of 

Canon Arthur Allchin and The Rt Revd 
Peter Walker. 
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Jo Duckies talks to Lord 
Blair of Boughton about 
what he’s been up to since 
leaving the Met. 

T HE hour-and-a-half Ian Blair 
spends in church every 
Sunday morning has 
provided a welcome respite 
through some of the 
toughest times of his career. 

Ian, 57, was quick to praise the 
supportive community he has found at 
his church, where he even managed to 
worship on the Sunday after the 7/7 
bombings. “I’d not slept much for days, 
and was sat in church. As the parish 
priest processed in to start the service, 
he saw me, stopped for a moment and 
put his hand on my shoulder before 
walking on,” says Ian, who initially went 
to church as a youngster because his 
family saw it as the ‘thing to do.’ 

I interviewed Ian in his spacious office 
at home. Pictures adorn the walls and 
the letters patent of his crossbench 
peerage take pride of place. Over a 
coffee, he tells me how he had little 
interest in religion until his early 40s, 
when he gradually began to question 
what he really thought about faith. “I 
did an Alpha course and that didn’t 
persuade me, so I decided to read the 
gospels from one end to the other,” he 
says. “But it was the Acts of the Apostles 
and the Epistles that convinced me.” 

In the 2010 Theos Annual Lecture, 
that hit the headlines late last year, Ian 
explained why those particular books 
resonated with him. He had always 
known that to find belief it would have 
to have intellectual underpinning and 
while he wanted miracles like the virgin 
birth or Jesus turning water into wine to 
be real, he clearly had no proof. 

He says that what changed his mind 
was that something had clearly 
happened in the Upper Room and 
elsewhere that changed the world: “A 




small group of frightened men and 
women, in immediately threatening 
circumstances, suddenly had the 
confidence to tell everyone with whom 
they came into contact the normally 
absurd story of Jesus rising from the dead. 

“And then over the next 30 years or 
so, they preached this absurdity, 
converted enough people to begin the 
foundation of what we now know as 
Christianity, many of whom are named 
in the Acts and the Epistles. And they 
did so alone or in pairs, learning as they 
did of the deaths, usually by execution 
of almost all of their compatriots, but 
continued to preach until at least 1 1 of 
the Apostles were dead.” 

Ian clearly sees the relationship 
between policing and Christianity. He 
joined the Met as a constable in 1974, 
and began walking the beat in the 
bohemian Soho patch of central 



London. He’d read English Literature at 
Christ Church College, Oxford, and 
describes his first beat as an interesting 
end to a liberal education. 

He says: “A surprising number of 
police officers go on to become priests. 

“I hoped Christian values 
had underpinned my work. ” 

There are also a perhaps less surprising 
number who go on to run pubs. We see 
human beings in all manner of 
situations. We see them not only at their 
worst but also at their best. All human 
work that involves sitting down with 
others and listening to their troubles has 
some similarity. At the Theos lecture I 
was asked if I was a Christian first or a 
police officer first, and I said I was a 



police officer, because that was the 
profession I was paid for, but that I hoped 
Christian values had underpinned my work.” 
He says the highlights of his career 
were writing a book about the impact of 
rape on victims which changed the 
approach of police to the crime and 
involvement in a drive that saw minority 
recruitment at the Met going up from 
five per cent to 20 per cent. He was also 
heavily involved in the re-introduction of 
neighbourhood policing, in the form of 
Safer Neighbourhood Teams, to London. 

‘Td been in post five 
months when the bombs 
went off ” 



As the Met’s top cop, Ian went through 
some unenviable times. He says: “It was a 
tough position from the beginning. I’d 
been in post five months when the 
bombs went off. That hour-and-a-half in 
church on a Sunday morning was 
important, firstly to take some space and 
secondly having wonderful, supportive 
people around me.” 

Since leaving the police in 2008, Ian 
has been very busy. “Bishop John asked 
me on to Bishops’ Council and Diocesan 
Synod and I’m chairman of the Thames 
Valley Partnership, a criminal justice 
charity,” he says. This brought him into 
contact with the Circle movement, an 
originally Quaker based group of 
volunteers who befriend sex offenders 
and provide support to prevent them 
re-offending. As well as being a working 
peer in the House of Lords, his portfolio 
includes writing and lecturing. He is a 
trustee of the Woolfe Institute for 
Interfaith Relations and of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, as well as of Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre. He is an Honorary 
Student of Christ Church. 

Lord Blair lives in Oxfordshire and 
worships in Oxford. He is married to 
Felicity, a former solicitor and mediator, 
and has two grown-up children. 
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READING: Eldon House, 36 Eldon Rd 
Tel: (0118) 957 3650 

BRACKNELL: Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Rd 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Blyth House, 158 Reading Rd 
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SERVICE 



ALL BOOKS DISCOUNIEI 



Choose from over 
500,000 Christian 
and general titles 
on the web or ring 
08453 679 676 “ 
for a FREE brochure 
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Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
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Society p 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.iik 
Tel: 01 189 842582 
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Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co. uk^ 
By appointment only [ U'J 







